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MBA Breaks Offered Ragno Put On Leave Abuse Staggering

The Justices of the Supreme Judicial Court are inviting public comments on the Report of the Study Committee on Trial Transcripts, which was recently submitted to the Court following a six-month review by the Study Committee. Comments should be directed to Sandra Lundy, Esq., Supreme Judicial Court, One Beacon Street, 3rd floor, Boston, Massachusetts 02108, by no later than October 15, 2003.

The Report states that the process of trial court record making and transcript preparation is hampered by inadequate resources, systemic inefficiencies, and a lack of effective management. The Report of the Study Committee on Trial Transcripts can be found at http://www.state.ma.us/courts/trialtransrep.pdf

The SJC is also inviting comments on a package of proposed revisions to Massachusetts Rules of Criminal Procedure 1, 3, 3.1, 5, 7, 11, 12, 13, 14 and 34. 

Comments should be sent, by letter or memorandum, by no later than September 15, 2003 to Robert Bloom, Esq., Supreme Judicial Court, One Beacon Street, 3rd floor, Boston MA 02108.

The direct link to the rules package is www.state.ma.us/courts/reviscrimproc.pdf.

The Western Mass. office of the Massachusetts Bar Association, located in Springfield, is offering ongoing coffee breaks on the first and third Wednesday of each month from 1:00 - 4:30 p.m. The office is located at 73 State Street, directly across from Juvenile Court.

An immigration judge was placed on administrative leave recently after complaints that he made jokes about Tarzan to a woman who had been raped and tortured in her native Uganda.

The woman, whose first name is Jane, went before Judge Thomas Ragno in June, seeking political asylum in the United States, saying government soldiers killed her husband and attacked her.

"Jane, come here. Me Tarzan!" Ragno said, according to the woman's doctor, who attended the June 20 deportation hearing to testify as an expert witness about the woman's claims.

Ragno also dialed the weather number on his speakerphone so he could listen to the weekend weather forecast and talked in open court about looking for a new condominium. The judge rejected the woman's bid for asylum.

As part of the woman's appeal of Ragno's decision, an affidavit was filed protesting Ragno's courtroom behavior.

The Executive Office for Immigration Review, a division of the U.S. Department of Justice, placed Ragno on paid leave after learning of the complaint.

Greg Gagne, a spokesman for the office, said the complaint had been referred to the Office of Professional Responsibility, which investigates complaints about Justice Department lawyers and judges.

Ragno, who has been an immigration judge for more than 30 years, did not return a telephone call seeking comment.

In 1996, the Board of Immigration Appeals criticized him for a "skeptical and hostile" courtroom demeanor in a case where he denied asylum to a Sudanese refugee who said he feared he would be killed if he returned to his homeland because of his work with Christian missionaries.

In overturning Ragno's decision, the appellate board said Ragno's behavior was "at the least, injudicial in nature."

Last year, attorney Jeffrey Goldman filed a complaint after he said Ragno was rude and insensitive to his clients, Russian Jews who were seeking asylum after claiming their son had been murdered because of their religion.

Goldman, chairman of the New England chapter of the American Immigration Lawyers Association, said his client was testifying about how she found her son strangled, with his neck tied with a rope to a bench when suddenly Ragno shut off the tape recorder and says, "Lunchtime!" in a "singsongy kind of a tone."

Attorney General Thomas Reilly detailed what he called "one of the greatest tragedies to befall children in the Commonwealth": six decades of child sexual abuse by clergy assigned to the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Boston, involving probably more than 1,000 victims, and 250 priests and church workers.

The report, the result of a 16-month grand jury investigation, found church records showing 789 victims have reported being abused, and 247 priests and 13 church workers have been accused of rape or sexual assault.

But despite combing through 30,000 church documents on every priest accused of abuse during Cardinal Bernard Law's tenure [1984-2002], and taking 100 hours of grand jury testimony from 31 witnesses, including Law, the investigation did not produce evidence sufficient to charge the Archdiocese or any of its senior managers with violations of criminal law, Reilly said.

The finding by the state's top law enforcement official that no ranking church officials would be held accountable under criminal law sparked protests and outcry from victims.
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