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     [1] The Charter of Rights and Freedoms provides for freedom of religion, and the Government respects this right in practice. a 

     [2] There was no change in the status of respect for religious freedom during the period covered by this report. a
     [3] Both government policy and the generally amicable relationship among the religions in society contribute to the free practice of religion. a
     [4] The U.S. Government discusses religious freedom issues with the Government in the context of its overall dialog and policy of promoting human rights. a
Section I. Government Policies on Freedom of Religion 

Legal/Policy Framework 

     [5] The Charter of Rights and Freedoms provides for freedom of religion, and the Government respects this right in practice. a
     [6] Religious groups do not have to register with the Government. a
Religious Demography 

     [7] There is no state or dominant religion;a however, 82.1 percent of the population belong to Christian denominations, with Roman Catholics (45.2 percent) forming the largest single group.b Other Catholic groups include Eastern Orthodox (1.4 percent) and Ukrainian Catholics (0.5 percent).c Protestants constitute 36.4 percent of the population, consisting of the United Church (11.5 percent), Anglicans (8.1 percent), Presbyterians (2.4 percent), Lutherans (2.4 percent), Baptists (2.5 percent), Pentecostals (1.6 percent), and other Protestant denominations (7.9 percent).d Members of other religions include Jews (1.2 percent), Muslims (0.9 percent), Buddhists (0.6 percent), Hindus (0.6 percent), Sikhs (0.5 percent), groups such as Scientology, Kabalarianism, and Rastafarianism (0.1 percent), and other religions (0.1 percent).e Those professing no religion constitute 12.5 percent of the population. f
     [8] A wide range of religious faiths practice missionary activity throughout the country without special legal restrictions. a
     [9] The Constitution and the Charter of Rights and Freedoms protect the rights or privileges possessed by denominational schools at the time of national union in 1867.a In practice this protection has meant that some provinces have funded and continue to fund Catholic school education, and some provinces (such as Quebec) have funded some Protestant education.b In March 1999, the government-mandated Proulx task force submitted its report to Quebec's National Assembly.c Its 14 recommendations include abolishing Catholic and Protestant status for public schools and creating secular public schools instead, with religions studied from a cultural perspective.d School boards are scheduled to respond to the Quebec government by July 1, 2001. e
     [10] In July 1999, a one-person Board of Inquiry ruled that it was discriminatory to require recitation of the Lord's Prayer in Saskatoon public schools.a Saskatchewan joined Canada under the terms of the Saskatchewan Act, which forms part of the provincial constitution, permitting prayer and Bible readings.b As a result of the ruling, the Lord's Prayer is not recited in Saskatoon public schools.c The Saskatoon school board began public hearings on the issue in the fall of 1999, and is attempting to find alternatives to satisfy both sides. d
     [11] There is no official government council for interfaith dialog, but the Government provides funding for individual ecumenical projects on a case-by-case basis. a
     [12] There was no change in the status of respect for religious freedom during the period covered by this report. a
     [13] There were no reports of religious detainees or prisoners. a
Forced Religious Conversion of Minor U.S. Citizens 

     [14] There were no reports of the forced religious conversion of minor U.S. citizens who had been abducted or illegally removed from the United States, or of the Government's refusal to allow such citizens to be returned to the United States. a
Section II: Societal Attitudes 

     [15] In general amicable relations exist between the various religious communities. a
     [16] The B'nai Brith Canada League for Human Rights received 267 reports of anti-Semitic incidents in 1999.a This represented an increase of 11 percent from the 240 incidents reported in 1998.b At mid-2000, the Human Rights Tribunal, a government entity, was examining whether a specific web site exposed Jews to hatred or contempt on the basis of their race, religion, or ethnic origin.c The Tribunal is expected to hear the case in October 2000.d 

Section III: U.S. Government Policy 

     [17] The U.S. Embassy discusses religious freedom issues with the Government in the overall context of the promotion of human rights. a 

     The views expressed in this report are those of the U.S. Department of State, and its authors, not PARDS. A copy of this report is provided as a courtesy to our clients: immigration attorneys, current applicants, and those contemplating filing for political asylum in the United States. Readers are encouraged to obtain a copy of the PARDS critique of the Department of State’s Country Reports on Human Rights Practices, International Religious Freedom Report, Profile of Asylum Claims and Country Conditions Report, or Issue Paper series from our web page: http://www.pards.org/profilecrtitique.doc. We welcome your questions, comments and requests. 

NOTE: The text of this report was drawn from the Department of State’s original version, font enlarged for ease of review and the paragraphs numbered for ease of reference. Those Department of State reports for which a comprehensive source and statement-by-statement PARDS Critique and Reliability Assessment have been prepared contain an alphabetic superscript at the end of each sentence. To order a report-specific PARDS Critique and Reliability Assessment, email your request to politicalasylum@gmail.com or call us at 1(609) 497 – 7663. 
Internal File: Canada 2000 International Religious Freedom Report PARDS Report-Specific Source & Reliability Assessment

PARDS Report-Specific Source
and Report Reliability Assessment
To order a comprehensive source evaluation and overall reliability assessment of the Canada 2000 International Religious Freedom Report, or benefit from the assistance of an internationally known and respected, country-specific expert call PARDS - 1 (609) 497 - 7663.

                                                                                Political Asylum Research

                                                                                and Documentation Service (PARDS) 

                                                                                Princeton, New Jersey 

                                                                                Email: politicalasylum@gmail.com
 (rev. 02-16-09)                                                       Web Site: www.pards.org

