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     [1] The abrogated Constitution provided for freedom of religion, and the Government respects this right in practice.a The status of the country's Constitution and political organization are uncertain as a result of the takeover of Parliament on May 19, 2000. b
     [2] There was no change in the status of respect for religious freedom during the period covered by this report.a The status of the country's Constitution and political organization are uncertain as a result of the takeover of Parliament on May 19, 2000.b The Constitution was abrogated by the military regime that deposed President, Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara on May 29, 2000;c however, there was no change in religious freedom. d
     [3] Both government policy and the generally amicable relationship among religions in society contribute to the free practice of religion. a
     [4] The U.S. Government discusses religious freedom issues with the Government in the context of its overall dialog and policy of promoting human rights. a
Section I: Government Policies on Freedom of Religion 

Legal/Policy Framework 

     [5] The Constitution provides for freedom of religion, and the Government respects this right in practice.a The Constitution was abrogated by the military regime that deposed President Mara on May 29, 2000;b however, there was no change in religious freedom. c
     [6] The abrogated Constitution's article on the State and religion declared that religion and the State are separate, but that the citizenry acknowledged that worship of and reverence for God are the source of good government and leadership.a This article reflected a compromise that was reached in negotiations on the Constitution to accommodate the strong Christian religious influence prevalent in the ethnic Fijian community as well as the concerns of the largely non-Christian (Hindu and Muslim) Indo-Fijian community. b
     [7] The abrogated Constitution contained a detailed article with respect to the protection of freedom of religion and belief.a The article stated that individuals have the right to freedom of conscience, religion, and belief;b the right to manifest their religion or belief in worship, observance, practice, or teaching; the right not to receive religious instruction or to take part in religious ceremonies;c and that persons cannot be compelled to take an oath that is contrary to their religion or belief. d
Religious Demography 

     [8] The dominant religion is Methodism, followed by Roman Catholicism;a however, many other Christian denominations also are represented in the country.b The Methodist Church is supported by the majority of the country's chiefs and remains influential in the ethnic Fijian community, particularly in rural areas.c The nonethnic Fijian community, which constitutes slightly less than half the population, consists primarily of Indo-Fijians and, in much smaller numbers, Europeans who are the descendants of colonial settlers.d The European community is predominantly Christian (Methodist).e The Hindu faith is predominant within the Indo-Fijian community.f The Muslim (Sunni) minority makes up approximately 10 percent of the Indo-Fijian community.g Both the Hindu and Muslim communities have a number of active religious and cultural organizations.h There are a small number of apparently cult-like organizations. i
     [9] The Government does not restrict foreign clergy and missionary activity or other typical activities of religious organizations.a There are numerous Christian missionary organizations that are active nationally and regionally in social welfare, health, and education.b Many major Christian denominations and notably the Methodist Church have missionaries in the country;c they operate numerous religious schools, including colleges, which are not subsidized by the Government. d
     [10] The Government partly sponsors an annual ecumenical prayer festival. a
     [11] The role of religion continues to be a political issue.a In the past, former Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka publicly indicated his willingness to consider making the country "a Christian state;"b however, he helped to create the new Constitution's compromise language.c Several predominantly ethnic Fijian political parties contesting the 1999 general elections called for a Christian state and the reintroduction of measures to mandate respect for Christian values, such as a ban on Sunday for all but essential services.d (Fiji introduced such a ban following the two 1987 coups, but it was lifted in 1995.)e Other parties, which are dominated by Indo-Fijians, do not support such actions and insist that church and state should remain separate.f The president of the Methodist Church has stated that the church has no official role in politics.g However, numbers of senior Methodist leaders, including a past church president, were candidates for office in the 1999 general elections.h The Christian Democratic Party used the Methodist Church headquarters to hold the swearing-in ceremony for its candidates. i
     [12] There was no change in the status of respect for religious freedom during the period covered by this report. a
     [13] There were no reports of religious detainees or prisoners. a
Forced Religious Conversion of Minor U.S. Citizens 

     [14] There were no reports of the forced religious conversion of minor U.S. citizens who had been abducted or illegally removed from the United States, or of the Government's refusal to allow such citizens to be returned to the United States. a
Section II: Societal Attitudes 

     [15] In general there are amicable relations between the religious communities.a However, the largest societal divide in the country remains ethnic, not religious, between the ethnic Fijian and Indo-Fijian communities.b
     [16] Incidents of desecration of Hindu temples in 1997 continue to be under investigation.a There were no reports of any attacks on religious institutions during the period covered by this report. b
     [17] The Muslim Indo-Fijian community, which is a minority within the Indo-Fijian community, at times indicated that it is neglected and discriminated against by the predominantly Hindu Indian community. a 

Section III: U.S. Government Policy 

     [18] The U.S. Embassy actively supports efforts to improve and expand governmental and societal awareness of and protection for human rights, including the right to freedom of religion.a Representatives of the U.S. Embassy met with leaders of many religious communities during the period covered by this report.b Embassy officers also met with nongovernmental organizations that have an interest in religious freedom.c Embassy officers made consular visits to one apparently cult-like organization to ascertain the safety and welfare of U.S. citizens. d
     The views expressed in this report are those of the U.S. Department of State, and its authors, not PARDS. A copy of this report is provided as a courtesy to our clients: immigration attorneys, current applicants, and those contemplating filing for political asylum in the United States. Readers are encouraged to obtain a copy of the PARDS critique of the Department of State’s Country Reports on Human Rights Practices, International Religious Freedom Report, Profile of Asylum Claims and Country Conditions Report, or Issue Paper series from our web page: http://www.pards.org/profilecrtitique.doc. We welcome your questions, comments and requests. 
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