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     [1] The Constitution provides for freedom of religion, and the Government respects this right in practice. a 

     [2] There was no change in the status of respect for religious freedom during the period covered by this report. a 

     [3] Both Government policy and the generally amicable relationship among religions in society contribute to the free practice of religion. a
     [4] The U.S. Government discusses religious freedom issues with the Government in the context of its overall dialog and policy of promoting human rights. a
Section I: Government Policies on Freedom of Religion 

Legal/Policy Framework 

     [5] The Constitution provides for freedom of religion, and the Government respects this right in practice. a
Religious Demography 

     [6] Christianity is the primary religion. Approximately two-thirds of the Christians are Protestants, and the remaining one-third are Roman Catholics.a The population as a whole is 58 percent Nauruan, 26 percent other Pacific Islanders, 8 percent European, and 8 percent Chinese. Some of the latter group may be Buddhist or Taoist. b
     [7] Christianity was introduced in the late 19th and early 20th centuries by Western missionaries.a There are a few active Christian missionary organizations, including representatives of the Anglican, Methodist, and Catholic faiths. b
     [8] The Government has not taken specific actions to improve interreligious relations.a However, it has set aside land for the renovation and construction of places of worship. b
     [9] There was no change in the status of respect for religious freedom during the period covered by this report. a
     [10] There were no reports of religious detainees or prisoners. a
Forced Religious Conversion of Minor U.S. Citizens 

     [11] There were no reports of the forced religious conversion of minor U.S. citizens who had been abducted or illegally removed from the United States, or of the Government's refusal to allow such citizens to be returned to the United States. a
Section II: Societal Attitudes 

     [12] Interfaith relations appear amicable. a
Section III: U.S. Government Policy 

     [13] Representatives of the U.S. Embassy in Fiji visit periodically to discuss religious freedom issues with the Government in the overall context of the promotion of human rights.a They also meet with leaders of religious communities and nongovernmental organizations that have an interest in religious freedom. b
     [14] The U.S. Embassy actively supports efforts to improve and expand governmental and societal awareness of and protection for human rights, including the right to freedom of religion. a
     The views expressed in this report are those of the U.S. Department of State, and its authors, not PARDS. A copy of this report is provided as a courtesy to our clients: immigration attorneys, current applicants, and those contemplating filing for political asylum in the United States. Readers are encouraged to obtain a copy of the PARDS critique of the Department of State’s Country Reports on Human Rights Practices, International Religious Freedom Report, Profile of Asylum Claims and Country Conditions Report, or Issue Paper series from our web page: http://www.pards.org/profilecrtitique.doc. We welcome your questions, comments and requests. 
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