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     [1] Although the Moroccan Constitution provides for freedom of religion, only Islam, Christianity, and Judaism are tolerated in practice;a however, several foreign communities enjoy some religious privileges. b
     [2] There was no change in the status of respect for religious freedom during the period covered by this report. a 

     [3] Relations among religious believers were generally amicable. a
     [4] The U. S. Embassy in Morocco discusses religious freedom issues in the overall context of the promotion of human rights in the Western Sahara.a
Section I: Government Policies on Freedom of Religion 

Legal/Policy Framework 

     [5] Due to continuing Moroccan administrative control of the territory of the Western Sahara, conditions for religious freedom in that territory are similar to those found in the Kingdom of Morocco.a Although the Moroccan Constitution provides for freedom of religion, only Islam, Christianity and Judaism are tolerated in practice;b however, several foreign communities enjoy some religious privileges. c
Religious Demography 

     [6] Apart from a tiny foreign community working for the United Nations Interposition Force in the territory (known by its French acronym, MINURSO), the overwhelming majority of the population are Sunni Muslim.a 

     [7] There was no change in the status of respect for religious freedom during the period covered by this report. a
     [8] There were no reports of religious detainees or prisoners. a
Forced Religious Conversion of Minor U.S. Citizens 

     [9] There were no reports of the forced religious conversion of minor U.S. citizens who had been abducted or illegally removed from the United States, or of the authorities' refusal to allow such citizens to be returned to the United States. a
Section II: Societal Attitudes 

     [10] Relations among religious believers were generally amicable. a
Section III: U.S. Government Policy 

     [11] The U.S. Embassy in Morocco discusses religious freedom issues in the overall context of the promotion of human rights in the Western Sahara.a
     The views expressed in this report are those of the U.S. Department of State, and its authors, not PARDS. A copy of this report is provided as a courtesy to our clients: immigration attorneys, current applicants, and those contemplating filing for political asylum in the United States. Readers are encouraged to obtain a copy of the PARDS critique of the Department of State’s Country Reports on Human Rights Practices, International Religious Freedom Report, Profile of Asylum Claims and Country Conditions Report, or Issue Paper series from our web page: http://www.pards.org/profilecrtitique.doc. We welcome your questions, comments and requests. 

NOTE: The text of this report was drawn from the Department of State’s original version, font enlarged for ease of review and the paragraphs numbered for ease of reference. Those Department of State reports for which a comprehensive source and statement-by-statement PARDS Critique and Reliability Assessment have been prepared contain an alphabetic superscript at the end of each sentence. To order a report-specific PARDS Critique and Reliability Assessment, email your request to politicalasylum@gmail.com or call us at 1(609) 497 – 7663. 
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