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     [1] This Travel Warning is being issued to remind American citizens of ongoing security concerns in Colombia.  This supersedes the Travel Warning issued March 3, 2004. 

     [2] The Department of State warns U.S. citizens of the dangers of travel to Colombia.  Violence by narco-terrorist groups and other criminal elements continues to affect all parts of the country, urban and rural, and border areas.  Citizens of the United States and other countries continue to be the victims of threats, kidnappings, and other violence. 

     [3] Violence has decreased markedly in most urban centers, including Bogota, Medellin, Barranquilla, and Cartagena.  Nevertheless, since the year 2000, 32 Americans were reported kidnapped in various parts of the country, including four in 2004.  No one can be considered immune on the basis of occupation, nationality or any other factor.  A number of kidnappings are committed by terrorist groups, including the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) and the National Liberation Army (ELN).  The FARC are suspected of being responsible for holding captive three Americans since February 2003.  The U.S. government places the highest priority on the safe recovery of kidnapped Americans.  However, it is U.S. policy not to make concessions to, or strike deals with terrorists, so the U.S. government’s ability to assist kidnapped U.S. citizens is limited.  

     [4] Violence in Cali and the surrounding areas remains high, much of it related to the illicit drug trade.  Much of rural Colombia also remains extremely dangerous due to the presence of narco-terrorists and Colombian government operations against them.  While family members are allowed to accompany U.S. government officials assigned to Colombia, in-country travel by U.S. officials and their families is subject to restrictions.  Travel by air is allowed to all major cities, but urban and intra-city bus transportation is off-limits to official Americans.  U.S. citizens should not travel by road outside of urban areas at night. 

     [5] As the Department continues to develop information on any potential security threats to U.S. citizens overseas, it shares credible threat information through its Consular Information Program documents.
PARDS Report-Specific Source

and Report Reliability Assessments
     To learn more about country conditions in Columbia, order a comprehensive Report-Specific Source and Reliability Assessment of the U.S. Department of State Country Report on Human Rights Practices (1970s – Present), International Religious Freedom Report (2000 – Present), latest Profile of Asylum Claims and Country Conditions Report, or latest Issue Paper, benefit from the assistance of an internationally known and respected, country-specific expert, and/or obtain documentation concerning Columbia, call PARDS: 1 (609) 497 – 7663.
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